
THE FRENCH EXCHANGE  
 
Here some photos of our students in France in February 2008. This was a part of our French exchange 
organised by the MFL department. This was the first part of the exchange; Our French partners will come 
to St Mary’s from 6th-13th October 2008. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The French Exchange seen by Adrianna Klejnotowska 9XR, who took part. 
 
On the morning of Sunday, February 24th 2008, the eleven of us (the youngest pupils from year 9 and oldest from Sixth form) 
and two teachers; Miss Bonnot and Mrs. Hayes went on the coach from St. Mary’s College to the airport in Liverpool. We flew 
to Switzerland (which is on the border with France, and two hours away by coach from Belfort – a town where we went for a 
week exchange). When we arrived in Belfort, our families and our partners were waiting for us, the fact that shocked us all the 
most is that in that area you have to kiss your family members and friends on both cheeks, as a greeting.  
 
The following morning we all had to get up pretty early, at 6.00 am! The first day of our exchange we went to visit a town called 
Strasbourg with our partners and other English pupils. We went round the town, visited the cathedral and the European 
Parliament, which is an enormous modern building where the representatives of the countries of European Union meet and 
discuss problems and solutions associated with Europe.  
 
During our exchange, we also spend a couple of days at our partners’ school. In French school, the pupils have 6-7 lessons a 
day, apart from Wednesday and Saturday (yes, some French students go to school on Saturday!) they have 1-3 lessons. 
However, the lunch break lasts for 2 hours, during which you can go out to town and if your subject teacher is not at school, you 
can go to the library or to town (there are NO cover teachers). 
 
We have also participated in a Sports Day, where the French students taught us how to play handball (a mixture of netball and 
basketball) and pétanque, and we taught the French pupils how to play cricket. The sports activity helped us to improve our 
teamwork, communication and language skills, but most of all we had a lot of fun! 
 
During our exchange, we have visited the Peugeot museum, which gave us an insight into how Peugeots’ vehicles changed over 
the years and we have also visited a well known, modern chapel in a small town, called Champagney. However we cannot 
forget about the shopping which we did nearly everyday, it was just like a part of our daily routine! 
In conclusion, the exchange was a wonderful experience and it certainly helped to improve my French. I have also met new 
people and made new friends, both English and French. I would advise it to anyone, who likes new experiences and making new 
friends! 
 

 

 

 

 

The visit to the E uropean Parliament 
in Strasbourg 

  Strasbourg – Visiting  La petite France 

Visiting the old town and 
the lion of Belfort 



 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

In February 2008, 20 students from St Mary’s visited our partner school in Germany as 
apart of our German exchange. There time there was divided with different activities 
such as visiting famous town (Lübeck and Hamburg), going bowling and shopping. They 
also learned how to play beach volleyball and they spent time in school with their 
partners. 
 
 

 

The German Exchange   in February 2008.  
   

“I think the exchange was good and fun. The things I enjoyed the most were going out with friends 

and visiting new places. It was also good to have the opportunity to talk to friends that I never talked 

to before. And I loved the ferry crossing. It was fab!” Ella Lungu – year 10 



The Spanish Exchange   February 2008 
 
 
 
“We left Hull in the early hours of 6 th February and arrived in Spain later that day to be  re-united 

with our Spanish friends. It was great to see them.  We did loads of activities throughout the week 

and let’s just say that the evenings were lively! T he food was delicious too. Everybody had a good 

time and Spanish people are so friendly. We were sa d to leave, especially when we saw the 

English weather when we got back home!” Joe Colrein and Jack Bowers (year 11) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  


