
Reading Paper 1

Learning Objectives:
To be able to identify bias in a piece of 

writing.
To be able to analyse the influence of bias in 

a text.



BiasBiasBiasBias

Bias is putting across an 
unfair or unbalanced 
opinion.



Sports journalists need to be very 
careful of bias. As reporters they 
need to write fairly and accurately. 
They need to be objective. This 
means that they must not be biased 
in any way. They must report the 
facts, not their opinions.



This is an account of a football match between 
Manchester United and Arsenal. Manchester 
United lost 4-0.

Arsenal were so lucky in this match. 
The superb and skilful Man United 
players were beaten by the lucky, 
cheating Arsenal players. The referee 
was totally biased, he allowed four 
goals that were all off side. I have 
never seen so much luck and 
cheating.



Bias is where someone shows a personal opinion about 
something.  We can recognise bias by finding unbalanced  
opinions. Bias is useful to us as it helps us to find out a person’s  
beliefs.

If someone supports a particular football team,  they are likely to 
show bias when describing a match. Everything their team does 
would be described as fantastic , and everything the opposing 
team does would be described as  terrible  or lucky .



A scintillating display by Manchester United saw them tear 
Roma apart to reach the Champions League semi-finals.

Michael Carrick curled in United's opener and Alan Smith 
fired home before Wayne Rooney added their third of the 
night, finishing off a superb move.  Cristiano Ronaldo fired 
into the bottom corner and slid home a Ryan Giggs cross 
before Carrick smashed home a sixth. 

Roma replied through Daniele De Rossi before Patrice Evra's
low shot rounded off United's amazing 8-3 aggregate win.

1. Find all the powerful words used to describe the Ma n Utd goals in 
this extract from the article.

2. Find the words used to describe Roma’s goal in this  extract.



Go through the 6 steps

• Identifying the key features in a text.

• 1 –read the entire text
• 2 – identify the PAF

• 3 – identify the key points in each paragraph
• 4 – identify and highlight any linguistic devices

• 5 – re-read the text to make sure you’ve not 
missed anything.

• 6- decide on what your own thoughts are on the 
subject of the text.







Necessary Evil
• You have two letters in front of you.  The writers 

are responding to the news that Cambridge 
University’s building plans for new animal 
research laboratories have been abandoned, 
due to public pressure.

• Some of the words have been highlighted to 
help you explain the biased standpoint of the 
writers.

• Compare Letters 1 and 2 explaining how the 
writers have used bias to influence the reader.

(8 marks)



• Both letters use bias to influence the reader.  Letter 1 argues 
that …… However, Letter 2 argues that ……”.  

• Bias can be identified in letter 1 when the writers says 
………… This shows bias because ……..This influences the 
reader because ………

• However in letter 2 …………………….

• Also in letter 1, the writer …………This is similar/different to 
letter 2 when the writer of letter 2 says ……………

• Although the bias is being used to argue different things, the 
effect is the same in that both letters try to influence the 
readers into agreeing with their point of view.

Compare Letters 1 and 2 explaining how the writers have used bias to influence 
the reader.                                               (8 marks)


